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The charlatan appears at the same time as the hero,
superficially like him, created by the same forces, and
yet playing an opposite role He is a Sulla, a Kerensky,
a Hitler or a Mussolini. Hitler and Mussolini draw
their power from the same source as Lenin drew his,
from the tension between capitalist social relations and
the growth in productive forces. And by the usual
irony of revolutions, these charlatans appear at first as
angels of construction and conservation and the hero
seems the destructive element. Only later is it seen
that their role is opposite, that the charlatans by wast-
ing men's energy in vain regression are disintegrating
all social relations, and that the hero by the very move-
ment that sweeps the old forms off the stage brings
into being the new.
Heroes are known not only by their power over men,
which charlatans share, but over events, over external
reality, over matter. Their intuition of the new social
reality extends beyond a knowledge of the tension be-
tween the two and teaches them, not fully and clearly but
enough for action, the path to be followed to give this
tension a creative issue. Thus they move prophetically
towards the future and act according to history, history
in an unfair manner therefore seeming to play into their
hands while all that the charlatans tried to build is
swept away by time. The hero may die before he sees
himself justified, but we say rightly, that his teaching
lives on He fought for things that survive him, and
what can survive the present but the future ? This was
the world to which he belonged, and we who live in
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